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34  

Elective Papers  
(Choose Any One from the following Elective Papers) 
 

PSPGS1E5 - International Law 
Objectives: 

International law is usually defined as a set of rules that govern the conduct of states in 
their relations with one another. It traces its origin and development to the contribution of Hugo 
Grotius. This paper studies the nature, content and the different aspects of international law 
pertaining to legal principles of recognition, jurisdiction, Law of sea, diplomatic immunities and 
privileges, treaty of obligation and crimes against humanity. The distinction between 
international law and what is termed as domestic jurisdiction of nation states needs to be 
explained and analyzed in order to understand the dynamics of international system and the 
relationship between nations. 

Unit Content Tentative Allotted 
Period (Hrs) 

Allotted 
Marks 

I a. Meaning, Nature, Origin, Development, 
Sources And Importance of International Law 

b. Subjects of International Law: States, 
International Organizations, Rights & Duties of 
Individuals 

15 20 

II a. Recognition a n d  J u r i sd i c t i o n  o f  S t a t e , 
     Treaty Obligations, Laws of the Sea 
b. State Territory, Acquisition & Loss of 

Territory, State Succession, Intervention 

15 20 

III a. Piracy on High Seas, Hijacking, Extradition, 
Asylum 

b. Laws of War, War Crimes, Prisoners of War and
Refugees 

15 20 

IV a. Laws of Neutrality, Blockade, Right of Visit & 
Search 

b. International Court of Justice, International 
Criminal Court, Important Judicial Cases 

15 20 

 Total Teaching Hours & Marks 60 80 
Outcome: 
• Students will study one of the most ancient concepts viz.; international law and its 

development into a specialized branch of study 
• This paper will give knowledge about the vast compass of the subject with all its theoretical 

perspective  
• This paper will enable students to analyses the present complex nature of international law 

& its implementation   
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